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This is the first issue in our 1997-1998 pub- 
lishing year. We ended our 1996-1997 year Au 
gust 31 with a total of 558 paying members, an 
all time high! Thanks to all our members for mak 
ing the Club such a suecess 
a rt ) telephone area 
code ha: change fom. an (650). 50-10 
rei you wou! low 50) 941-4587, 
Charles Jekofsky (#524) in Washington, DC 
participated in a local 4th of July parade, He got 
to chauffeur Congressman Albert Wynn of MD 
Charles has an external speaker hidden under 
the right front fender and hooked up to 
recorder. He played Glenn Miller music 
‘Congressman said he really enjoyed himself and 
would tell his friends about his ride in a 38 Buick 
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This photo below shows a 1938 Roadmaster 
with a custom body by Fernandez and Darrin of 
Paris, France. The photo was taken in August at 
the Pebble Beach Concourse d'Elegance in 
Monterey, CA, The car made its debut at the 1938 
Paris Automobile Show 
I saw it at the 1995 Buick National Meet in 
Chicago. At that time it belonged to Ray 
Warshawski, the owner of the J.C. Whitney Co 
Ray died recently and many of his antique cars 
were sold. The car now belongs to the Blackhawk 
Collection located in the San Francisco Bay Area 
ew member Rod Lorente (#1298) writes! "I 
don't currently own one of these cars, but | would 
like to restore a 1938 Century coupe if L can find 
one in restorable condition. I currently own a 1958 


BY DAVE LEWIS 


Buick Century, and 
it is almost re- 
stored. I just have 
to finish the dash 
and detail the en- 
gine compartment. 
By the way, enjoy 
visiting your clubs 
web site 
This photo, of 
a black 1937 4- 
Door Trunk Back 
Sedan Model 41 
(top), belongs to new member Kevin Me Dermott 
(#1299) in Glastonbury, CT. Kevin bought it re- 
cently, According to one of its previous owners, 
it was once owned by Art Garfunkle of Simon 
and Garfunkle fame. Buick made over 82,000 
Model 41's and we have nearly 100 in the Club 
The only model 
owned by 
members, in our 
Club, is the 1938 
Model +1 with 128 
cars 

Another new 
member, Michael 
Dragan (#1272) of 
Union Lake, 
Michigan owns 
this modified 37. 
41, Before restora- 
tion, it was a rust 
car from 
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Roanoke, Virginia 
The car was com- 
pletely disassem 
bled and taken 
down to bare 
All the 
doors, fenders and 


hood were painted 
separately 
New glass and 


upholstery was in: 
stalled, all the rub- 
ber was replaced, 


bumpers were rechromed and all stainless was 
buffed out. All mechanicals were replaced or re 
built as needed. Wire wheels and radial tires were 
added. The wheel centers were drilled out to fit 
the original hubs. The car has its original drive 
rain and suspension. The headlights were con: 
verted to sealed 
beam 
solidand runs and 
drives like new! 

Seems like a 
our new membei 
have This 
light gray °37 Spe- 
cial Coupe be 
longs Dan 
Hensley (#1295) 
in Chattanooga 
TN. When he was 
a boy his uncle 
had a 37 Special 


The car is 


37's. 
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ited Matter unless Surface Mail, at §35,00 per 


is requested. All memberships run September 1 to August 31 of the following year. Persons joining 
during the year will receive all back issues from September 1. All payments must be in U.S. funds. Please 


make your check payable to the 1937-1938 Buick Club, 
Please send all articles, ads subscriptions and inquires, etc. to 


The TORQUE TUBE 
| 1005 RILMA LANE 

LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 USA 
Harry Logan, #651 
Dug Waggoner, #10 


| eleor. 


You can reach Harry Logan by 
PHONEIFAX (650) 941-4587 

or by E-mail: harrylogan@earthlink.net 

ll Olson, #427 

Lancaster, Ohio 


Printer LiaisoMrrensnsn 
Printer. ‘Conrads Printing, 


STEMBER 


coupe. Dan thought it was the best car on the engine dismantled for the third time because of 
road. But his uncle bad after-market 
sold the car with- = valve lifters. He 
out realizing how . had new valve 
much Dan ad lifters installed 
mired it. Now at when his engine 
the age of 48 he was rebuilt. It 
has almost the made allot of noise 


same car and damaged his 

Dan found his cam shaft. So he 
car in an ad in bought lifters from 
Hemmings. The F a different vendor 


car was located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He Same problem. He had the lifters analyzed by a 
took a week off from work to get the car and laboratory. They found there was very little hard 
| drive it home. Dan says it needs some work but ening compared to the originals. So now he will 
has good poten 
tial 


use his original 
lifters, (ED: On my 
engine rebuild, | 
used the original 
lifters. Thad them 
ve-surfaced first as 
shown in the photo, 
So fart have had no 
problems 
Jim) Rider 

#903) in Troy, Ml 
writes: “Enjoying 
the Torque Tube 
and looking for 
ward (0 each issue. 
My ‘38 Century 
(Jose owns 30%). He reports it isin good working Sedan is my fifth pre-war Buick. I have traveled 
order. Jose also keepsa 1937 Special 4-Door Slant coast to coast with most of them. Keep up the good 
Back Sedan Model 47 in Miami, Florida to use work.” Thanks Jim 
when he visits the USA. Butch Leonard (#1257) in Bend, OR sent this 

The September 18th issue of Old Cars Weekly photo, below, of his wo 1938 Buicks, The modi 
featured military vehicles. They used an article fied 38-465 Sport Coupe has disc brakes, power 
called “Buick Meets the Opposition” from our steering and is powered by a 425 nail-head en 
May/June Torque Tube, giging credit to our Club. gine. The 38-66C Century Convertible has 6 car 
The story was about the visit of the local Buick buretors (6-975) and dual exhausts, 
Club to the tank The July, 1997 
and armored car issue of The Buick 
f Bugle had a ques 
tion from) Mr 
Robert Herman 
Penfield, NY about 
1938 Buick Steer 


ing wheels. He 


The cover of 
the July/August 
1996 Torque Tube 

| shows Jose Pardo's 
(#558) 1937 
Roadmaster and 
AT-6 Texan Trainer 
W.WII airplane 
Jose lives in Call, 
Colombia. He and 
some friends re- 
cently purchased a 
narrow-gauge 

steam locomotive! 


collection o 
Jacque Littlefield 
He is reported to 


have the largest 
collection of mili 
tary vehicles in the 
United Star 

One of our mem 
bers is having his 


writes: “Perhaps 
somebody out 
there can help 
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solve a mystery about the 1938 Buicks. George 
H, Damman in his ‘Seventy Years of Buick’ stated 
that the steering wheel rims were now maroon 
plastic. This information appears under 
an illustration 
which clearly 
shows a dark 
steering wheel 
rim, | have only 
seen 1938 Buicks 
with ivory steering 
wheels.” 

“The book 

‘The Buick-A 
Complete His- 
tory’ shows light 
or ivory steering 
wheel rims in 
those illustrations 
which show the 
steering wheel rim clearly. They make no men 
tion of maroon steering wheel rims for 1938, but 
clearly do so about the 1939 modeis. Can some: 
one solve this mystery?” 
Yes! 1938 Spe 
cials had ivory 
banjo wheels like 
this unrestored 
38-41 belonging 
to Ray and Cecilia 
Stampley (#1156) 
A few Spectals had 
the 3 spoke brown 
hard rubber 
wheel. 

All Big Series 
cars (Century 
Roadmaster and 
Limited) had the 
mahogany or dark wheel. The few original ones 
Thave seen have all been cracked. (Notice the dark 
wheel on the 1945 photo of a '38 Century on the 
bottom of pa 
had their wheels restored. Most prefer ivory as 
they believe it looks nicer and also matches the 
ivory gear shift knob, map light cover and glove 
box lock bezel 

Here's what an original 37/38 Buick coil (left 
looks like compared to a moder replacement 
The original coil has Delco-Remy molded into 
the top plastic, a brass ring around the top and 


= 


13). Most Big Series owners have 


non-removable brackets. Aftermarket coils have 
none of the: 

Last June.Von Hardesty 
and Dorothy Anderson 


#064) and Karl 

drove in their 
1937 convertibles 
from Virginia to 
Ohio The 
Anderson's were 


on their way 
to our '37-'38 
Eastern Meet in 
Michigan and Von 
was visiting fam 
ily in Columbus, 


Ohio. Von says 
that truck drivers 
found two 1937 
Buick convert 
ibles on the road 


at the same time 
to be something of a novelty. Karl had a CB, so 
he monitored the CB traffic as they drove west 
Karl had some engine problems at the 
Meet. Afterwards, he drove to his nephews in 
Grand Ledge, MI 
nd worked on the 
car. He had to re- 
place the engine 
bearings, After a4 
day delay, he and 
Dorothy arrived 
back home in Vir 
ginia and 
sound with a very 
quiet running en: 
gine 


And we've just 
had word that the 
basic structure of 
the 1998 Eastern Meet & Tour is now in place 
It will be held in and around historic Roscoe Vil: 
lage in Coshocton, Ohio (65 miles northeust of Ci 
lumbus) June 4-6, 1998. Roscoe Village is a rep: 
lica of an Ohio “canal town” on the Ohio & Erie 
Canal of the 18305. Excellent accommodations 
at the Roscoe Village Inn (3 stars in the Mobil 
Guide). Tour will visit steam powered Ohio Cen- 
tral Railroad and Ohio’ “Amish Country.” 


f a blue sidemounted Buick 4-Door Sedan are from a 1938 issue of The 
nes were mailed by local dealers to potential customers. Its interest 


These period drawin 
Buick Magazine. These ma 
ing to note that the illustrator placed the License Plate on the wrong side of the car for the drawing 
on the back of the of the cover. I guess that’s what you call “Artistic License.” (pun intended) 


By Harry Logan (#651)-Los = Altes, CA c 


My wife Margo and I left the San Franeisco Bay quarters. Deer and Buffalo heads adorn the walls 
Area on a Tuesday in our’38 Century Coupe with along with Indian blankets, And what a beauti- 
Bob and Carol Hamro (#775) in ful view he has of the mountains 
their '57 Roadmaster. Near Sacra and trees from his windows. 
mento, We joined up with Cecil and He showed us his car collection 
Shirley Don (#637) in their ‘38 } : which included a 1938 Chevrolet 
Century Sedan and Carl and Judy Coupe (my first car), 1938 Ply 
Dahl (#868) in their '64 Riviera mouth, 1939 Chevrolet sedan etc 
Ye spent Tuesday night in Healso has a black 1937 Roadr 
Redding, CA. Lars Gulliksrud’s ter Sedan that he purchased 2 
(#1013 Oslo, Norway), parents years ago from an estate in New 
lived there in 1946 at 1054 Butte York. He drove it to California, It 
St. Thad planned to photograph the still has its original upholstery and 
house for Lars, but alas, it is no dashboard, The er 
more. The whole area has been original paint and decal 
changed from residential to com Then we drove into Oregon and 
mercial, A large shopping center spent Wednesday night at the Riv 
has replaced most of the old homes. erside Inn in Grants Pass. The Inn 
1054 Butte St. is now a medical cen. is located on the banks of the 
ter. Sorry, Lars Rogue River, From the Inn we took 
Then while getting gas in the a jetboat ride 14 miles down river 
town of Yreka, CA., Bob Hamro met to Hellgate Canyon where we had 
a rancher who owned some antique supper ata restaurant on the river 
cars, He invited us to his ranch. He bank. What a beautiful setting 
lives in a large barn converted to his living ee 


ine has its 


TORQUE TURE SePTEWI 


While eating under a canopy, over a dozen _Before leaving Salem, we parked out cars in 
deer came over to beg for food. They seemed _frontof the State Capitol Building, builtin 1938. 
pretty tame, so I os 
think they're used 
to humans as they 
probably do this spend the night 
| every evening. . he before going up to 

We reached Mt. Hood. 

our destination of 

Salem, Oregon 

Thursday 

evening. Doug 

and Kay Nelson, 
our tour hosts. 
live there. They 
took us to supper 
at Rockin’ Rogers, a °50% style diner. Then Fri- Depression, over 700 people lived and worked 
day morning we drove to the the Nelson's home _ there. It once had over 300 acres, but now mod: 
on the outskirts of ern homes have 
Salem, 

We toured his 
showroom (top 
photo) where he 
keeps his restored 
cars including a 
1938 Chevrolet § pubs, movie the 
Convertible ® ater, artisans, gar 
Coupe, 1933 Ply- * § J dens and special 
mouth Coupe and ted events. illustration 
his 1938 Century : ‘on page 7) 
Coupe. There is We took the 
also a display of scenic highway 
old signs, literature etc. Doug has several garages along the Columbia River up to Crown Point 
filled with unrestored cars and his workshop. (middle of page 7) In1915, a stone tower was built 
He also works on there to celebrate 
cars in the large the completion of 
basement of his the highway, This 
home photo of the Co. 

This old ga lumbia River and 
rage (middle) once our Buicks was 
belonged to ken from the top 
Doug's (with base 
ball cap) parents. 

When he learned 

that it was to be 

demolished, he 
had it moved to 

| his property three things at the 
Butch Leonard (#1257) drove his'38 Cen- same time (paying the bridge toll, answering a 

tury Convertible over from Bend, OR. Here we CB call and steering the car), | managed to scrape 
see some members examining his engine.(above) _ the toll booth with my left front fender. It made 


top of page 7 
Then we headed 


Some members 
#amMB) spent Friday night 
at the Edgefield 
Inn in Troutdale, It 
was built in 1911 
as what was then 
calledaP 
2 Farm. During the 


been built on 
much of the land, 
Is now about 25 
acres and features 


a brewery, winery 
fine dining, three 


of the tower 

We crossed 
over the Columbia 
River into the state 
of Washington 
While trying to do 


a big noise and puta scratch in my fender We spent several hours there, then headed 
By late Saturday afternoon we reached the south to Bend where Butch Leonard lives 
Timberline Lodge at the 6,000 He took us to see an an- 
foot level of Mt. Hood. What tique car collection. The most 
aclimb, but taken in stride by interesting car there for me 
our Buicks. The lodge was was this Raphael Green (light 
built using native stone green) 1938 Century Convert 
wrought iron and heavy hand ible Sedan (bottom of page 8) 
hewn beams of Douglas Fir. A with green leather interior. It 
giant central fireplace and was a beauty! 
chimney, built with 400 tons After a stop to see Butch’s 
of stone, is 92 feet (28 meters) shop in downtown Bend, (top 
high and dominates the three of page 9) we headed home 
levels of the Lodge. On the top We had a small turnout 
of this chimney stands a brass only five 37/38 Buicks (bottom 
weathervane which weighs § of page 7) plus a'57 Roadmas 
750 pounds (340 kg). Presi ter and ‘64 Riviera and some 
dent Franklin Roosevelt dedi x modern cars, But that had no 
| cated this beautiful building effect on the enjoyment 
on September 28, 1937, al 
most exactly 60 years be 
fore our visit. 


of this tour, [twas won: 
derful, We had a good 
time and saw many in: 
Long time member teresting sights. I drove 
Jack Shepherd (#138) i 1,800 miles (2900 km) 
(top of page 8) zs nd only had one 
drove down from [i problem (wind 
Canada in his shield wipers) 
beautifully re Not bad for a 60 
stored Samarra 
Beige1937 Cen- 
tury Convertible 
Sedan Model 60C 
Sunday morn- 
| ing we said our 
good-byes and 
headed for home. 
Some of us drove 
to Sisters, a small 


town full of antique stores. a. 
i 


ed 


ee 


The last issue featured an article on Ed Camille's 
(#797) semi-automatic transmission Special con 
vertible coupe Model 46¢ 
of another one. These must surely be the only 
two in existence! 

This black 1938 Special convertible coupe 
was sold new with the semi-automatic transmis. 
sion and sidemounts. It also has a radio, de-luxe 


oe. 


Now here's the story 


heater, clock and tan Bedford Cord upholstery 
According to the firewall data plate, it originally 
was painted No. 518 (Titian Maroon) with No. 
443 trim (Tan Bedford Cord). Itis owned by Gary 
Guglielmo in Southern California 

The car was purchased used around 1940 by 
Gary’ uncle, a cartoonist for Warner Brothers 
Studios. He was drafted into the US Army dur 
ing World War I and was killed in action. 


I? 3s | 


By Harry Logan (#651)-Los Altos, CA 


Then the car passed to his brother (Garys 
father 
jutomatic transmission with a standard floor 
shifter and the original sidemounts were removed 
and the fender wells filled in, He drove the car to 
Texas to marry Gary's mother in the late 1940's 
Then both returned to California in the car 

Gary inherited it about 15 years ago, The car 


He modified the car by replacing the semi 


alty Automotive 


is now being restored by Spe 
Restorations in Pomona, CA 
The parts to restore the sidemounts were 
found, but a semi-automatic steering column and 
transmission linkage are needed to bring it back 
toits original condition, Does any member have 
any of these parts they would be willing to sell? 
Ifso, contact jim Thedford at Specialty Autom: 
tive. Phone: (909) 865-5957. Thanks. | 
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cisco Bay Area, He provided additional details 
about the car. The dealer, Paul Viles, per- 
\ sonally delivered the car around 5:30 in 
theafiernoon. Mr. Matteson was shaving, | 

so he asked his 17 year old son David to 
test drive the car. So he was the first one in his 
family to drive the car 

In 1942, knowing that he was about to be in 
ducted into the military, David borrowed the car 
and drove with his girl friend through a blinding 
snowstorm over the Sierra Mountains to Carson 
City, NV to get married. The windshield wipers 

By Harry Logan (#651)-Los Altos, CA could not keep up with the falling snow, so he 
This 1938 Buick Century 4-Door Sedan Model 61 had to stop often to clean the windshield. 
was ordered by Mr The photo, at 
Edwin S. Matteson . the bottom of pag 
on April 16, 1938 7 13 with Mrs 
from Paul Viles David Matteson, 
Buick in Grass Val- was taken in late 
ley, CA (Historic . £ 1945 before sealed 
Northern Califor- beams and turn 
nia Gold Rush signals were 
Town) added. Note the 

Mr, Matteson dark” steering 
wanted a Buick be wheel. The smaller 
cause his father photo, taken in 
had a 1927 model Grass V 
that was very reli Matteson and his 
able. This photo granddaughter 
(top of page 13) was taken May 30 shows a blue Buick in the back 
1927 and shows Mr. —= \ ground. Mr. Mattison drove the 
Matteson’s father with his \ 2\\ car until about 1968 when old 
Buick, \\ age forced him to give up driv 

He wanted a Century be- \ ing. He died in 1973. The car 
cause he was attracted by its \\= \ was then sold to Chris Van 
beauty and power, He ordered the Vliet, young man who used 
car with Botecelli Blue (#519) thecarwhileastudentat San | 
paint and Tan Mohair upholstery Diego State College | 
(#410) Chris moved to 
Mr. Matteson was a cement contrac \ Palm Desert, CA (near 
tor and lived at 126 S. School Street \y =*” : \ Palm Springs) and the car 
in Grass Valley. On April 21, 1938 he \\ has been there ever 
“paid in full” for a Century without \\ since. | learned of the 
sidemounts, The car cost $1520.00, \ E car because Chris saw 
seat covers (installed) $15,00 (still on , our Club's Web page 
the back seat), Center grille guard $2.95. JFEE*\ and sent mean e-mail 
License and registration fee $17.77, Guide \\-— oes message and later 
fog lights (installed) $11.00, set of chains \ a 


some photos of the car 
$9.50 and 3 % sales tax $46.75 for a total ee The dashboard has the chevron 
of $1622.97 pattern of 


instead of the more common 
Mr. Matteson's son David lives in the San Fran- woodgraining. The original map light cover has 


© 
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CENTURY with 
taupe or tan letters 
matching the in: 
strument cluster. 
The car has a 
later model 
carburetor, not the 
original Stromberg, and lug wrench 
AAV-2. The motor The headlights 
is still original and has __— lg A\ have been converted to sealed 
4 


Italso has its origi- 
nal tan mohair 
upholstery, and 
the original 
woodgrained win- 
dow garnish mold- 
ings, green jack 


been serviced but never { \ beams and turn signals and 
have been added, Note the 
lights on the front fenders. 


disassembled or rebuilt 


The car came with a 
radio and clock but no \ This is one of the most 
documented and original 
ntique cars | ha 
found, It has been a 
\ sure researchingand writ- | 
ing this article, I want to 
thank the first owner's 
\ son David Matteson 
\_ and the second owner 
\ Chris Van Vliet for all 
©) their help 


heater. The cracked ma 

hogany steering wheel is 
| now covered with a leather 
wrap, The clock’s Borg elec 


tric clock tag with string and 
instruction card, owners 
manual, radio instruction book 
let, upholstery cleaning booklet 
ent of motor vehicle re 
ceipt for license and registration. 
owner identification card from the 
dealer and owner service policy cer 
tificate are still in the glove box. 
The car has the accessory Guide 
fog lights, a back-up light, rear center folding 
bumper guard and front grille g 


departn 


| The dashboard has the chev 
light cover has CENTL 


The car came with a radio and clock but no heater. The dma steering wheel is now 
covered with a leather wrap. The clock’s Borg ock ta ring and instruction card. 
owners manual, radio instruction booklet, upholstery cleaning booklet, departement of motor ve 
hicle receipt for license and re ion, owner identification card from the dealer and owner service 
policy certificate are still in the glove box 


The car has the accessory Guide 


first photo on page 12) and front grille guard. It also has its original tan mohair upholstery, and 
woodgrained window garnish moldings, green jack and lug wrench, The headlights have been con- 
verted to sealed beams. Note the additional lights in the fenders that were used for turn signals. This 
car was advertised in the last Torque Tube and now be to Daye Tachney (#997) in Minnesota 


There is much interest among old car people 
in looking for old gas stations 
their equipment, Items that were once thrown 
away such as old gas pumps, signs, containers 
are now valuable. Its all part of the nostalgia for 
the “Vanishing American Roadside. 

This vintage gas station is in my neighbor 
hood in Lakewood, Ohio. It'sat the intersection 
of Detroit Avenue and West Clifton Boulevard. 
It was built around 1928 by the Standard Oil 
Company of Ohio (Sohio) and designed to 


nd collecting 


complement the Tudor-style apartments and 
The station closed its 
sizable repair facilities in the mid-1970's and be. 
came ly 19905 
‘oleum and 
the station was boarded up. It has been for sale 


shops across the street 


self-service station. In the 
Sohio was absorbed by British Pe 


since then. 

This 1920's station is cream-colored stucco 
with an orange tile roof. It's located on Lorain 
Avenue in the West Park area of Cleveland, Ohio. 
It was out of use when this photo was taken 
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And here's what they looked like in their hey 

This former gas station is now a BMW re 
pair shop in Palo Alto, CA. Its at the ¢ 
Forest and Alma Streets. This two bay station 
sold Violet Ray brand gasoline and had an auto 
repair shop on the side and in the back. It was 
called Heilman’s Automotive and was in busi 
ness from 1929 until 1995, 


day 


This photo, below, was taken in the Los An 
geles. CA area in the late 1930 


the sign, Golden Eagle 


According to 


s was selling for 15 
gallon while regular Eagle was 
allon! They also sold used tires, 
Firestone tires, and Willard batteries. There’ also 
a tune up shop, lubrication shop and a car wash 


and 17 cents 
12 1/2 cents 


| 
CE Veheoey 


Walter Miller (#1093), a long time automo: 
tive literature collector and dealer has recently 
opened The Museum of Automobile History 
in downtown Syracuse, NY. The museum 
an eye-catching building lined with 20 vin- 
tage automobile billboards, some advertising 
cars no longer made. It is the largest muscum 
anywhere dedicated to memorabilia and art 
related to the automobile 

This photo, at the bottom of page 19. 
shows Walter dressed to drive an early auto- 
mobile. His museum has an estimated ten 
thousand items reflecting every aspect of car 
history from 1770 to the 19908. Itevokes the 
world that the automobile left in its wake, in 
extensive displays of advertising, posters 


toys, models, design drawings, fine art, folk 
art and more 

You can wander freely and find items per: 
taining to your favorite cars. Or, going in the 
order suggested by the displays, you can take 
a walk through the Age of the Automobile 
starting with a newspaper account of one of 
the first attempts at automaking in the 1770S, 
and on through to letters, posters and design- 
ers’ drawings of the cars of the 1990's. 

Keep in mind that there are no actual cars 
at the museum. While other collections dis- 
play cars, this museum presents the entire 
world around the car: its humor, its tragedies, 
its greatest successes and its failures. It is a 
lime machine of the auto age! 
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w. Whis museum 
presets 
the entire world 
around the car: 
tts humor, 
as: wagedies, 
its, GYCALESE SUCCESSES 
and tts 
: fiulures. 
Kt is a time machine 


y e pf” 
Sf the auto age. 
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WELCOME 
TO OUR 


Fo FIRST e “A 


New member Antero Rasmus (#1301) lives _carnow hasa wooden copy. (Sounds like this will 
in Kokkola, Finland. He has been the proud be one of the first items Antero looks for in the 
owner of this Torque Tube parts 
1937 Special 4 ads), 

Door Sedan since The middle 
1967. He believes photo, taken in | 
the vehicle served Finland in 1940 
in the Finnish shows what the 
army during the system might 
Second World have looked like 
War. It is in origi- The car is a 39 
nal condition and Tanus. The driver 
fully operational, The frame number is 3114419 
and the engine number is 
43295955, Both numbers are in the 
correct range for 1937 Specials. 

Future plans include restoration 
of the paint work and replacement 
of the worn-out and partially bro- 
ken steering wheel. During the war 
the car was converted to run using 
4 carbon monoxide system. This 
system was installed on the back of ED: Thanks to Roger Tollefsrud’s 
the car after the trunk lamp was re #1200) wife Sadie for translating the 
moved. The lamp was lost and the captions to the bottom two photos, 


burnt wood to make steam to run the engine 
That is the device on the back of 
the car. 

The Finnish army used some 
American cars during the war, This 
photo shows Finnish soldiers 
standing in front of a'38 Dodge, '37 
Buick and a camouflaged ‘39 
Chevrolet. The Buick has sidemo- | 
unts, so it is not Antero’ car 
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1938 REAR 
LICENSE PLATE 
HOLDER & LAMP 


This rear license plate holder and 
lamp was used on 1938 through 1941 
Buicks. 

If you're thinking of replacing the 

one on your 1938, realize that two 

| similar looking lamp bodies were used. 
| 


The one on the left has a noticeable 
curve and was used on: 1938-40C-44 
46-46C-465-47-60C-66C-665-67 
80C-87 as well as some 1939 to 1941 
models, The trunk designs on these 


body styles was more curved as can be seen on 
the coupe, convertible coupe, convertible sedan 
and steamline sport sedan 

The lamp body on the right has a straighter 
configuration and was used on:1938-41-48-61 
68-81-81F-90 as well as some 1939 to 19: 
els, The trunk design on the above mentioned 
styles was straighter as can be seen on the trunk 
back sedans, 

Just remember to take note of this difference 
when you're thinking of buying a replacement 


The engine of my 1938 Century Sedan has just been rebuilt. Asa reference for others who are 
rebuilding their engine, here are my compression 
CYLINDER EADING IN 

# 

#2 

#3 

#4 

a5 

#6 

a7 

#8 


The 1938 Service Manual states the normal compression range is 111 to 118 psi 
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There are two 
rubber channel 
strips that go on 
each sidemount 
face plate and 
tread cover.(A) 
You can buy 
this rubber (B) as 
a strip from Bob's 
Automoblia and 
cut it yourself (the 
less expensive way 
or buy it already 
cut from Lynn 
Steele Rubber Co 
This photo, of 
an unrestored 
cover plate (C) 


still has most if it's two rubber 
stripsand round felt bumpers. 
The 3” long rubber channel 
strips are mounted at the bot 
tom of the cover, Mine were 
riveted on but you could also 


Zechnical_ SIDEMOUNT 


COVER | 


tiervien es) 6 RUBBER BUMPERS 


Los Altos, CA 
use any rubber to 
metal adhesive 
There is 
also a 1” diameter 
felt button riveted 
to the top of the 
cover plate (( 
middle arrow) & 
(D) with two 
more on the back 
side, These could 
easily be made 
There are 
two 5” rubber 
stripes on the 
back of the tread 
cover (E). Not on 
the tread cover it 
self, but on the piece that 
covers the back side of the 
sidemounted spare tire 
There are no rubber strips at 
the 
over the tire tread area 


ds of the metal cover 


HOW BUICK 
ATTACHED FRONT 
| FENDER WELTING 


By Harry Logan (#651) 
Los Altos, CA 
Most members know that there should be The best way to install the welting is the way the 


Buick did it back in 
37 and "38. After 
the fender was 
painted, the welt 
ing was riveted to 
the fenders, You 


fender welting 
around the rear 
fenders, But some 
do not know that 
Buick also put 
fender welting 


along the rear of FENDER UTR eMEE can see the factory 
the front fenders, RUNS ALONG rivets in this photo 
This welting runs IRR MEE of the inside of the 
from the firewall / Vasa LMM fender. Look at the 


to the back of the 
front fender 
Fender welting 
Was not used on 
the front of the 
fender 


inside rear of your 
front fender and 
you should also 
see the factory riv 
ets or the holes the 
rivets were in. 


S$ HOLD x 


“FENDER WELTING 


GAS GAUGE TERMINALS 


By Harry Logan (#651) 


applies to 1938) shows two of the four gauges that one of the terminals is slightly smaller in 
require electrical connections. They are the Bat- diameter than the other. So be careful to use the 
tery Charge Indicator and the Gas Gauge. The right size nuts. I have seen stripped threads be 
battery charge indicator and one of the two gas cause someone assumed both gas gauge termi- 
‘gauge terminals have 10-32 threads. The other nals used the same size nuts 
‘Sas gauge terminal has 8-32 threads. 
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| This rear view of a 1937 instrument cluster (also 


Technical QUICK FIX FOR 


THAT VEXING 
AES Beit 


El Cerrito, CA 
Driving along the quiet countryside enjoying the tom of the torque tube that supports the parking 
beautiful view can be interrupted by asound that brake rod as it passes through the bracket, The 
can be down right aggra- rubber grommet that 
vating, If you haven't ex- keeps the rod centered in 
perienced this sound yo the bracket deteriorates 
are lucky. It certainly ’ over time and falls off al 
wasn't what nature or lowing the rod to bounce 
Buick had intended. and bang against the 
For the purposes of torque tube creating the 
this technical up we've Buick Bell” sound. 
chosen the clamor that A quick fix can be 
comes from the parking made with a short piece of 
brake cable that hangs di hose slit lengthwise 


rectly below the torque Open up thisslit and slide 
tube. This photo shows the rod inside this hose. | 
the drive line with the re: Then slide the hose into | 


axle attached but upside the hole in the bracket 

down from it's normal Just make sure the fit isn’t 

riding position too tight for the parking 
There is a small bracket welded to the bot- brake rod but tight enough for the bracket 


Ken Fraser (#1294) Rod Lorente (#1298) Leanore Naphtali (#1302) 
PO. Box 518 62 Crescent Hill Ave. 5 Quali Run | 
San Mateo, CA 94401 Arlington, MA 02174 Warren, NJ 07059 
38-41 
Dan Hensley (#1295) Kevin McDermott (#1299) 
214 Thornton Ave. 29 Russet Road Dave Andreason (#1303) 
Chattanooge, TN 37411 Glastonbury, CT 06033 1252 Hurley Dr. 
37-46 37-41 Pocatello, 1D 83202 
38-41 
Terry Daly (#1296) Joe Rodriguez (#1300) 
804 Park Ave. 2698 Pixanne Ct Richard Smith (#824)* 
Burlingame, CA 94010 San Jose, CA 95148 7218 Brigner Road 
Mechanicsburg, OH 43044 
Mark Jordan (#1297) Antero Rasmus (#1301) 38-47 
262 Byxbee St. Matsinmpolku 19 
San Francisco, CA 94132 Kokkola, FIN-67400 Michael Edborg (#167)* 
38-41 Finland 1731 E. Salem Avenue 
“Former members rejoining Fresno, CA 93720 


. ING 238. 
The following is just a portion of the parts available. Call with your needs. 


= 1937 PARTS. 


Grille, no cracks. $250 
Headlight adjusting buckets and reflectors, excellent $100, pair 
Master and DeLuxe heaters $75 .each 
CENTURY rear end, complete $500. 
AA-1 Carb for Special, complete $150 
Rear Fenders, 40-60 Series, excellent $150, each 
SPECIAL grille shell, mint condition $125. 
SPECIAL front fenders, non-welled, exellent $150. each 
NOS Special Running board moldings. $200 .pair 
NOS Special U-joint $30, 
NOS Special steering knuckles, $25, each 
CENTURY sidemount fenders with mounting hardware. Left needs repair. $600, 
ROADMASTER rims. $50. each 
ROADMASTER axles $100, pair 
ROADMASTER front suspension call with needs 
Master heater, complete. $75. 
Coupe & 2 Dr. Sedan side stainless, complete sets. aie sale | 
CENTURY brake & clutch pedal assembly. $35. 

| Buick 8 clock hole filler. aire * : $20. 
Bumper guards $20. 
Century radiator... S75. 
SPECIAL radiator. $75. 
Rear springs 40 & 60, good condition. $100. pair 
Radio delete plates...... $15. 
SMALL & LARGE SERIES throttle linkage. oe) 
BIG SERIES rocker assemblies. $50. 
Fender lights. $65. pair 
Trunk lights, complete. 50 
Tail lights with lenses, all series. $50 
Wiper transmissions $50. pair 
SPECIAL manifold. $75, 
Throttle cable $20. 
SPECIAL transmission $100, 
SPECIAL splash pans. S40, pair 
CENTURY hood. $200, 
Headlight switch. $20, 
Radio grilles, $15 
Wiper motors. $15 
Trunk hold-up arms $20. 
Sun visors. S13. 
Bumpers. $30, each 
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(Continued from page 25) 
Bumper arms. 


40 & 60 running board brackets 

+ 1938 PARTS: 
Headlight adjusting buckets and refelectors.. 
Master and DeLuxe Heaters.. 
SPECIAL fuel pumps, rebuilt 
SPECIAL fuel pump cores with rebuild kits. 
Trunk emblem 
40 & 60 sedan trunk lid, no rust. 
Breather tubes... 
Trunk hold-up arms. 
734Z starter with solenoid. 
Horn button... 
SPECIAL hood lettering. 
Defroster duets. 
Wiper transmissions. i 
Rear license plate stand, bracket & Nght for sedan 
Bumper guards... 
Tail lights, complete. 
Assist straps with screws. 
Throttle cable... 
SPECIAL radiator. 
Battery tray, 
Generator. . 
SPECIAL manifold, complete. 
SPECIAL hood sides & tops. 
Gas tank door ; 
Sedan trunk weather strip, new rubber. 
Grille, no cracks, minor pitting... 
Fender light: 
Hood ornament, minor pi 
CENTURY hood sides and tops. 

* 1937-1938 PARTS: 
SPECIAL rims. 
Coupe Opera seats, complete, excellent, 
SPECIAL Oil Bath air cleaner. 
Auxillary radio wae 
Horn rings... 
Headlight bucl 


“$20. pair 


$75. 
$20. each 


40-60 Series radio hanger brackets... $25, each 
40-60 Series trunk hinges. S75. pair 
LARGE SERIES air cleaner... 875. 
40-60 kingpin sets... i . - $30. 
Starter drives... $20, 
LARGE SERIES fan belts, new $15, 
Map light switcheS....rscsremacinsretsnienerssnssnriponnsitiuatereemaststsie ‘ S15. 
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(continued from page 26 

SMALL SERIES spark plug covers. 
SPECIAL air cleaner... 
Rear fender splash aprons, 


$40. 
$50. 
$15. each 


Big Series manifold ends.... $50. 
16” beauty rings.... ~S10. each 
2 Door rear ash tra $20, pair 


Headlight bezels... . eveseeraen oee$20, earch 
Trunk hinges. $75. pair 


SPECIAL oil pump. 2835. 
Front arm rests... $25. pair 
40 &¢ 60 rear vent windows, need plating, on$50. pair 
Rear view mirrors. $15. 


SPECIAL rear motor mounts..... 
CENTURY rear motor mounts 
40 & 60 4 dr. sedan doors... 

Front vent window frames & mechanisms. 
BIG SERIES fuel pump cores. 
New speedometer cables. 
SPECIAL timing chair, new... . 

* Combination King bolt bushing reamer and dri 
Dave Tacheny (#997) 
11949 Oregon Ave. N. 
Champlin, MN 55316 
(612) 427-3460 


chs 
535i 
$50. each 
$35. each 
$50. 
$20. 
$35. 
$40. 


r, new in the box...... 


Battery hold down bracket 


Starter w/solenoid. 


Heater. 50. 
Dash cover w/ash trays. 10. 
+ 1938 SPECIAL PARTS: 


Gas tank, dented. 
Spare plug cover. 
Brackets under front fender, right and left. 
Bumper brackets, pai 
Overhead rocker assembly... 
Headlight w/o lights or reflectors, pair. 
Parking lights w/o lenses, need repairing. 
Radiator. 
16” wheels, repainted red w/silver stripping, have fiv 
Emergency brake handle assembly... 

Brake shoes w/hardware, two. 
Brake drum, rear... 
Painted headlamp bezels w/light brackets, pair. 
Radiator bracket, upper. 
‘Transmission support bracket 
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(continued from page 27) 
Hood hold up brackets, pair... 
Horn button. 
Radio hole plugs, set 
Headlight switch. 
Steering wheel, banjo, needs restoring 
16 Pushrods... 3 
Rods, 6, 2 in boxes, .030. 
Transmission w/shift lever. 
Hood, right and left 
Hood side panels w/chrome, pair. 
Splash pans, pair. 
Thermostat housing, 
Air filters, have two. 
Under dash vent opening knob assembly. 
SPECIAL Hood center, stainless missing on both ends. 
* OTHER PARTS: 
Manifold #338252-3 casting number. 
Manifold #1308218-1 casting number. 
Battery tray... 
Spotlight, needs repair, fair 
Belt line chrome, left and right, 39 1/2” long, good 
Lee Deskin (#692) 
3927 S. Parkcrest St 
Springfield, MO 63807 
(417) 881-3763 


EXTRA! EXTRA! 


s. 
$20. 
$30. 
$25. 

$15. each 

$5. 
$5. 


$15 
$15, 
$5 
$5. 
$10. pair 


BACK ISSUES NOW AVAILABLE 


THE FOLLOWING BACK ISSUES ARE AVAILABLE FOR $4.00 EACH POSTPAID. 


* 1991-1992 Volume X - Numbers 1 through 9 


+ 1992-1993 Volume XI - Numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 
+ 1993-1994 Volume XII - Numbers 2, 4, 5 and 6 
+ 1994-1995 Volume XIII - Numbers 1 through 6 
* 1995-1996 Volume XIV - Numbers 2 through 6 
+ 1996-97 Volume XV - Numbers 3 through 6 
Please make your checks payable to: 
The 1937-1938 Buick Club 1005 Rilma 


* 1937 SPECIAL SIDEMOUNT FENDERS: 
Fenders restored and in primer. Covers in 
very good original condition, 


Call for details 
Gene Allen (#165) 
2305 Alpine Dr. 
Helena, MT 59601 
(406) 443-6475 


$2,000.00 pair 


ows FOR SALE 


37 SPECIAL: 48 2-Door Trunk Back sedan 
Thave owned the car for the past 10 years. | 
The engine and front end were completely | 
redone. I have the Hampton Coach uphol- | 
stery and interiorwoodgraining completed, | 
butneither is installed as it does need the 
paint work first. The engine has less than 
500 miles on it and has hardened valve 
seats for unleaded fuel. Due to my 
marriage and moving to a new home, Ican 
not afford to keep the old gal and want to 
get ita new home. If any member is inter 
ested, they can reach me by phone, 
FAX or e-mail at: whitea@rocketmail.com. 
$6,500.00 negotiable 

Al White (former member) 

18756 West 59th Place 

Golden, CO 80403 

Phone: (303) 278-1048 

FAX: (303) 278-0434 


| 
I 
| 
| 
1 
| 
I 
I 
1 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


WANTED FOR 1937: 


For 1937 CENTURY. In excellent condi 
tion only. Will pay top dollar. 
* Horn Button 
* Brown Century Steering Wheel 
Joe Giordano (#333) 
131 N. Stewart Rd. 
Liberty, MO 64068 


Copies of Volumes 1, 11, II, IV, and V 
Rene Delhomme, Sr. (#676) 
| 414 Maryview Farm Rd. 


Lafayette, LA 70507 
(318) 232-4700 


38 SPECIAL 2-Door Sedan 
All original with less than 40,000 miles 
Very nice condition, Drive anywhere 
Original owners manual and other docu 
ments.Moving, must sell 

$6,000.00 or make offer 

Jodi Erickson 

228 N. Sycamore Ave. 

Rialto, CA 92376 

(909) 820-2762 
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Kent, Washington 98042 


JB Donaldson Co 


2533 W.Cyprose St 
Phoenix. Atzona 85007 
(602) 278-4805 


Beautifully Recost 
‘STEERING WHEELS 


They 1953 
Call or write for brochure 


RESTORATION SERVICES 


Running Board / Rocker Mokiings 
1934 thr 1940 SSAE for Information 
~~ BUICK RESTORATION SERVICES: 

P.O. BOX 442, PERRY, MICHIGAN 


aae72 


o——_—__————_ 


WIRING HARNESSES 


AUTHENTIC REPRODUCTION | 
WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
HAND CRAFTED WITH THE 
FINEST MATERIALS 
EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 

UMITED WARRANTY 

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
SCHEMATICS 


ALSO OFFERING: 
WIRING SUPPLIES 
CATALOG OR INFORMATION $5 


BOX 435 WAYNE, PA. 19087 
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1937-38 BUICK 


FRONT FLOORMAT 
1997-98 Alt Model 
Black or Brown 
FF-OTB.....8196. 


EXHAUST MANIFOLDS 
(DOOR WEATHERSEAL SPONGE é 1907.98 Serie 60.8090 
Giue-in owa78. $1808 w ENDS $180, CENTER $182. VALVE BODY $195, 
Siem owen Sst 
Glbe woee S70 
D008 BOTTOM SEAL FUNWNG BOARO INSULATORS, 195758 
Cp YB DE won ‘aioe ALLNEW ATER! CSEEI=) 
ey ‘4.Needed Per Running Board. 
TRUNK SEAL-SEDANS 1/2" Wide nares Sacto. 16000 
Ser 8080. IWant 550 — 
Sedona 38 Woe & HOOD REST PADS. 1957.38 68 Per Cw 3 
Ser W080 TWSTIS $0750 wre 3806 
TRUNK SEAL For COUPES. Six 1 oy DASH GLASS SLXSCREENED on 
‘Sponge ....TL-369 $2.00. Back of GLASS in COLORS as. 
veii6 TL1tz9.. Sars Spiel 897 SPEEDO DO $38 
BS RADIO... AGS? $23, 
CLUTCH and BRAKE PEDALS Seren 40:60 Boek Cost sa8 
Bich CBSAIOK 505 08 jos SPeeD0 0638 $38 
Brown GB SABN BBO on FADO. ROSS.” $25 
Chock. 6838 $28 
PEDAL FLOOR SEALS: Al Mola 
tsa18 sr2s0p PLASTIC DASH KNOBS OK 7(80)__ $8 
PLASTIC DOOR ANOLE sna Window 
1097 ONLY! ACCELERATOR PEDALS Series Winder INOS HESTON). 88 
W080 Beck, ASTOR 85200 
Brown APSTBN. $3580 OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLE CHROME 
ond FUBEER OROMMETS 
SHIFT BOOT. 1857-38 Sain 40 Ory! { FERULE & 1 OMOMMET Per Set 
uch 025 jour 00s 88/81 
Sane ras 1908. DOF 980... sss 
satin 8060 Beck ONLY soso = 
DOOR SILL: Tn Te Ft (DOOR FERRULE INSTALATION TOOL 
2 Der Bear. ADoor Set 720 Petundable Returned Whn 
LOVE BOXES. $27 0 Days, DE-TOOL fey 
PARKING UGHT LENS. 180000 4938 TRUNK HANOLE/LGHT MOUNTING 
SEAL OHS ass 


CARB. KITS:CARTER........K-360C $26.00 
‘STROMBERG. CK-37xS $26.00 
MOTOR MOUNT, FRONT. All Models 
‘TORQUE BALL SEAL KIT. All Models ROUND PADS... SP.338...$10. pr. 
TBK 343 $2800 MOUNT. MM-387,.$25.0a, 


VISOR ‘VANITY MIRROR. VM379.__$27, 68. = ia =) TRUNK HINGES for 0-60 Chrome Pate $160, pr 


1937 HUB CAPS. All Ser__ C17. $60. 6a 


LICENSE PLATE FRAMES. Chromed Brass (7 ‘}] WHEEL Beauty Rings. 15° or 16" $99 /Set of 
Tra “ged Par {957 or 36 HOOD ORNAMENT es 

| FRONT END PARTS For 40-60 Series: al 

per Outer Soas0 SOME OTHER ITEMS WE STOCK. BEARINGS, 

fepPnses Ssas0 BECALS, ENONE PANT. DECALS, SHOP 

{werner Bushings. $2000 MANUALS PARTS BOOKS, BODY BOOKS and MORE 

Tie Rod End far00 PORIG. — Sirnciow mess mn 1 Pepa COD Adds, 


BOB'S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO CA. 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434-2963 
VISA- MASTERCARD: DISCOVER or C.0.D. CATALOG #45 $5.00 PHONE ORDERS - (Wits For Cait) 


Buick...Upholstery and 
Top Kits 19321955 


Since 1977. Hampton Coach 
has been producing only the 
finest quality Interior and Top 


pret avaiable foc GM car 
We offer complete i 

Seat Upholstery. Tp 
fais by Be yard HAMPTON 
Ingure Tol Pree 1P TON 


1-888-388-8726 ramen (Gack) Arent, 


latehes & head 
40 & 60 series Coupe & Phacton 
(6 peice set) $365.00 


MAPLE LEAF FABRICATION & MACHINE 


13912 SE 241st, Street, Kent, WA 98042 
206-630-2008 


